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SUBJECT: Unrast in North Vietmem

3. Censidereble popular wirsst snd dissatisfectien with the Y
regive has developed in Nerth Vietnam during the past yoar. Manifesta-
ticng of this are the recant changss in the lesdership of the a0 Bong
Party, the PRV snnounceesnt of extensive changes in the adwinlstyaiien
of its agrarian reforn pregraw, and the psasant wprisizg in Nghe An
province. The BRV appeare o Lave misjudged the teager af the
Vietnsmsse prasants and atieapted e move too feat iv ibs yregrem of
soctalized agriculture. Ibe zegime bas edmitled that mazy of its
agents chargsd with Implamsnting the agraving reform yrogran and
collscting the excessively high taxess were luapt, posrly traiped and
everly barsh in thelr treatwiot of peasanis, landlords, apd businensesn.
Although the unrest appears to be most widesyrssd ameng pneente, the
BV regime has alse admitted the existonce of disgatlisfaction amsng
intellectuals and mercharks and & "tense siwosphere” in Hanoli apd otber
urban sress, a situaticn which they alss sttributed primsrily to
imgreper actisns by Compmnist cadrss.

2. Gther facteors bhave also centributed to and intensified
dlesatisfactien and unrest in HKerth Vietnan, Concurrent with thelr
agravian rofern progras the Communist lsadors alse attospted & melor
recrganizetien of the rursl cells of their party. This led to resooign.
gents, demstions;and purges which alievated meny lewer ranking
party workersz. In eaddition, food shortagss apd accompanying high erices
bave cemtinued while nevs of progross spd prosperity in Seuth Vistoam
bhas Flltered threugh to the Nexth. The BRV policy lo repreas and
control the Cathelic cemmunities, such as Mghe An, incrgassd Cethoiic
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opposition to the regime. And the feilwre of BRAV policy with regard

to reunification of Vietnam bhas alse hed an adverse impact in North
Vietoan, espsciaslly among the lower perty cadres. DPespite all thess
grievances and the evidence of umest and dissatisfaction in North Vietnam
there are no indicstions that eoppesitien te the regime 1s erganized

or that the South Vietnamese or developments in the Ewrcpsan Sstellites
have had & significent influsncs en the course of events in Borth Vietnam.

3o In Neverber, the Communist Party {lao Bang) publicly admitted
zarieus errors in leedership and announced of changss in policy
and sdministyative procedures vhich were designed to cerrect these
errers and to reduce popular discentent. The leaders, spparently
satisficé that tho "land reforn™ stage (the purge of landlerds and the
redistributicn of land) wvas in gemeral ceapleted, were probably also
desziveus of censelidating their gains and receuping mmss suppert bafore
inltiating furthar stepe towmrd the gocializatien of agriculture., In
sdditien they were probably disturbed by the lack of pregress in reising
agricultural eutput. The refwrms follewed the general line of the
Bighth Chinese Commmmnist Ferty Cengress and, especially, of the 20th
CPSU Congress snd inclufled: likeralizstien of laws psrtaining to
paveenel likerties, resctivation of the Fatiemal Assembly, electieons
for Pecple®s Coumcils at ytevincial and village levels, and improve-
ments in wages apnd living conditions "insofar as the finsncisl econdition
of the governwent permits.” Te meet one of the apecific causss of
agrarian unrest,; the special pecple’s courts were abolished and the
local agrarien refoim cemalttess wvere divested of their “excessively
bread powers” and reduced to ressarch crgamisations. In afditiecn, the
rogine pronlsed reinstatememt and indemnification to persens injured
by the incerrect implementation of the egrarian referm pregram.

b. Concurrent with the policy changes; there were impertant shifts
in 2RV leedership. Trueng Chinh, the second-ranking party member snd a
iegding advecate of xapid secisligation of sgriculture, accepted
respensibility for mistakes in implesenting the sgrarisn referm program
ard resigmed as Secretary Gemeral of the lao Bong Party. However; he
retained his positien as a member of the Polithuro. The pest of
Secretary Geseral vas teken over by Ho Chi Minh, whe is already Chairman
of the Iao Deng and President of the DRV. In addition Cemtral Commzittse
nesider No Viet Thang was demsted to oxrdinery perty menber for errers in
land redistributicn and agricultursl pelicy, and Pelitburs memkor Ie Van
Ineug who vas demsted to candidate member of tha Centrel Committee for
mistakes in the recrganizatien of the party. These lsadership changes,
plus the fact that Deputy Prime Minister and Army Ceommender in Chief
Vo Hguyon Giap; rather then Prime Minister Pham Van Poag, played tha
most prealnent rele in annewmeing the new program veuld appear to
indicate an snhancement of He and Giap's positiens.
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“SITRED

S. We bellove the IRV will continue, at least for the next aiz
nmentha, to press measures dosigned to amsliorate inmtermsl ceaditions
and to guin increased populer support. However, becauss of condtimupd
focd shortages, scarcity of comsumcrs goods, pearly trained leeders,
and pent-up popular rescntment, the IRV vill prcbasly progress slowly
and there will coutinue to ke unrest, disaffectien, end pessibly,
further violest uprisings. We do nei expect that antiregine feeling
will apgreach the magnitude of that in Bungary in the fox
He believe that the srmy will xromain ieyal to the reglwme, and that the
DRY will ceotinue to retain effective coutvol in Nerth Vielusm.

6. Uhder presont civcumstences, we bolieve that there is nv
necossity to schedule an estimate en Norih Vietnam befere the end of
the secend guwrter.
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sosehle futura.



